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What is the GCC?

The Green Chemistry Commitment (GCC) is a consortium 

program that unites the green chemistry community around shared 

goals and a common vision to:

o expand the community of green chemists

o grow departmental resources

o share best practices in green chemistry education

o affect systemic and lasting change in chemistry education

https://www.beyondbenign.org/he-green-chemistry-

commitment/

https://www.beyondbenign.org/he-green-chemistry-commitment/


Join the conversation online!

@beyondbenign
#GreenChemistry

https://www.facebook.com/beyondbenign/
Juliana Vidal

Communications Intern 
Beyond Benign
@juliana_lvidal

https://www.facebook.com/beyondbenign/




2005

2008

2011-2013

2012-2017

2018 onwards

first “green”
experiments run
in third-year labs.

“Organic Synthesis
Techniques” begins:

new third-year course

green chemistry
principles in second-year 
organic lab. for chemists,

inorganic labs.

FIRST-YEAR
GENERAL
CHEMISTRY

green chemistry
reflections in first/second-year 

life science organic labs.

Dicks, A. P.; et al. A Systems Thinking

Department: Fostering a Culture of

Green Chemistry Practice among

Students J. Chem. Ed. 2019,

10.1021/acs.jchemed.9b00287

“In 2016, the GCI initiated

and facilitated UofT in

becoming the first Canadian

institution to sign the GCC”

https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jchemed.9b00287


• Rapid growth in enrollment of students 

majoring in the sciences; Hackensack Meridian 

Medical School at Seton Hall opened in 2017. 

• Laboratory space restrictions required the 

chemistry department to consider new 

teaching protocols with emphasis on safety 

and sustainability. 

• Green Chemistry Committee formed in 2018. 

• Entirely green(er) curriculum piloted in organic 

lab sequence in Summer 2019 & run full scale 

during AY 2019-20. 

• Center for Green Chemistry and Catalysis 

formed in 2020.

C AC 
GC 

GC

Driving forces for signing the GCC in 2019 



2017

2018

2019

2020

Started the 

first Bachelor of 

Science in Green 

Chemistry

program

Chemistry Club
Green Demos & 
ACS Green Student 
Chapter Award

Green Focused Research

Incorporating Green 

Technologies across the 

laboratory curriculum

https://www.umflint.edu/chemistry/green-chemistry-um-flint


Logistics

Recording and supporting documents will be available: https://www.beyondbenign.org/he-webinars/

Submit questions in the Control/Chat box on the Control Panel

Natalie O’Neil, Ph.D.
Program Manager, Higher Education

Beyond Benign
@natjoneil

Amy S. Cannon, Ph.D.
Executive Director and Co-Founder

Beyond Benign 
@Amy_Cannon

https://www.beyondbenign.org/he-webinars/


Thank you for joining us!

Join us on June 3rd at 2 PM 
Sneak Peek Preview: Education Symposia at the June 2020 Green 

Chemistry & Engineering Conference Webinar

June 25th  12 – 3 PM ET 


